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Dear Parishioners, 

On Saturday, 20th August, 1977, Archbishop Little ordained me at St Patrick’s Cathedral for service 
in the Archdiocese of Melbourne. I have since then had the opportunity to minister in the 
parishes of Bennettswood, Geelong, Werribee, West Ivanhoe, Moonee Ponds, Avondale Heights 
and now Box Hill and Forest Hill. From 1986-88 I lived in Rome, doing post grad study in Canon 
Law and Latin Literature and since 1993 have served in the ecumenical Snowsport Chaplaincy at 
Mt Buller. None of these joys were much of my doing but saying “Yes” to the Lord’s call to ministry 
in 1977 was definitely my best decision.  

A close second was my “Yes” when Archbishop Hart asked me to take over Greater Box Hill from 
the wonderful Franciscans who ministered here from 1975 until 2014. Notwithstanding the 
constraints of the current pandemic, I have never been happier in my priesthood than I am today. 
You, the parishioners, are largely responsible for this, and I thank you most gratefully.  

We are currently in a containment stage, with no clear end in sight. Like the family in Noah’s Ark 
we’re locked in with no idea when the flood will recede. Yet we do have God’s promise even if 
there is precious little other than faith to go on at this stage. There may be a temptation to sit 
and wait it out until normal returns. That’s not a good idea. Normal is not coming back. 

Consider; what if all that has gone before has been a preparation for us to deal with this moment? 
What if the Lord gave us our previous experiences so that we might possess the resilience and 
experience to meet today’s challenge? Our life journey is not a series of random coincidences but 
a planned series of “God-incidences” that mark a sacred pilgrimage drawing us closer to God and 
to each other. All that has gone before in faith and hope and love has prepared us to best learn 
from the experiences of now.  

I want to pay tribute to our school students who have had their schooling disrupted. Mostly they 
have taken this in their stride. It is true their learning environment has been less than ideal, but 
it is also true that they have learned lessons in resilience, flexibility and responsibility that no 
normal curriculum could have instilled. What they may lose in academic performance will clearly 
be made up in their personal growth.  

In regard to ministry, together with some other priests of the Archdiocese, I was interviewed late 
last week by Melbourne Catholic about pastoral care for the sick and isolated. The article was 
published yesterday on line and you can read it at this  Melbourne Catholic link. 

Until midnight September 13 the stage 4 lockdown continues and the Parish Office and both our 
Churches remain closed. For urgent matters it is best if you telephone or email the Parish Office. 
The telephone is being redirected. Envelopes and other messages can be placed into the security 
chute at the front door of the parish house.  
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I am still interested to hear from parishioners about their stories of Lockdown. If you have any 
tales, comments, jokes and anecdotes that might be profitably shared to cheer each other up, 
please email me at tony.kerin@cam.org.au. I was going to tell you a coronavirus joke now, but I 
would have to wait two weeks to see if you got it. 
 
 
Yours in Jesus Christ,  

 
 
 
 

Fr Tony Kerin EV PP 

Parish Priest 
 

 Important Links and Direct Deposit Account details are: 
Church: Name: Parish of Box Hill Church Account BSB: 083-347 Acct No: 662202656 
Presbytery: Name: Parish of Box Hill Presbytery Account BSB: 083-347 Acct No: 837114640 
You can also contribute via CDFPay via this link - CDFpay for Greater Box Hill Parish.  
 
Parish Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/GBHparish.  

YouTube Channel. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCF7pNUOT1tfuoz6Fu3VwPvg 

Parish ZoomRoom:  https://zoom.us/j/2886463871 open Friday 5pm and Sunday 11.10am. 
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